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Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend Claims 1 5 1 1-14, 18, 22, 23, and 27 as follows, without prejudice or 
disclaimer to continued examination on the merits: 

1. (Currently amended): A method of operating a telecommunications system, 
comprising:' 

sending a first metadata file from a network device to an external management 
system , wherein the first metadata file enables the external management system to learn 
how to configure the network device and how to manage accounting data, statistics, 
security, and fault logging from the network device ; 

generating a first management data file within the network device; 

sending the first management data file from the network device to the external 
management system; and 

processing the first management data file in accordance with the first metadata file 
in the external management system for managing the network device. 

2. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the first management data file is generated 
asynchronously with respect to the processing of the first management data file. 

3. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the first management data file is generated 
synchronously with respect to the processing of the first management data file. 

4. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the first metadata file is a JAVA class file. 

5. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein sending the first metadata file and first 
management data file from the network device to the external management system 
comprises: 

sending the first metadata file and first management data file from the network 
device to an external file transfer system. 
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6. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein sending the first management data file 
comprises: 

executing a file transfer protocol push. 

7. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein sending a first metadata file comprises: 

executing a file transfer protocol push. 

8. (Original): The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

generating a first data summary file corresponding to the first management data 
file; and 

sending the first data summary file to the external management system, wherein the 
first management data file is processed in accordance with both the first data summary file 
and the first metadata file. 

9. (Original): The method of claim 8, wherein sending the first data summary file 
comprises: 

executing a file transfer protocol push. 

10. (Original): The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

generating a second management data file within the network device; 
sending the second management data file from the network device to the external 
management system; and 

processing the second management data file in accordance with the first metadata 

file. 

1 1 . (Currently amended): The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

sending a second metadata file from the network device to the external 
management system , wherein the second metadata file enables the external management 
system to learn how to configure the network device and how to manage accounting data, 
statistics, security, and fault logging from the network device : 

generating a second management-data file within the network device; 
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sending the second management data file from the network device to the external 
management system; and 

processing the second management data file in accordance with the second 
metadata file. 

12. (Currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the network device is a first 
network device and wherein the method further comprises: 

sending a second metadata file from a second network device to the external 
management system , wherein the second metadata file enables the external management 
system to learn how to manage configure the second network device and how to manage 
accounting data, statistics, security, and fault logging from the second network device ; 

generating a second management data file within the second network device; 

sending the second management data file from the second network device to the 
external management system; and 

processing the second management data file in accordance with the second 
metadata file. 

13. (Currently amended): The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

adding a hardware module to the network device; 

downloading a second metadata file to the network device corresponding to the 
hardware module; 

sending the second metadata file from the network device to the external 
management system , wherein the second metadata file enables the external management 
system to learn how to configure the hardware module and how to manage accounting 
data, statistics, security, and fault logging from the hardware module : 

generating a second management data file within the network device; 

sending the second management data file from the network device to the external 
management system; and 

processing the second management data file in accordance with the second 
metadata file. 
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14. (Currently amended): The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

downloading a modified first metadata file to the network device; 

sending the modified first metadata file from the network device to the external 
management system , wherein the modified first metadata file enables the external 
management system to learn how to configure the network device and how to manage 
accounting data, statistics, security, and fault logging from the network device ; 

generating a second management data file within the network device; 

sending the second management data file from the network device to the external 
management system; and 

processing the second management data file in accordance with the modified first 
metadata file. 

15. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the external management system comprises 
a data collector server. 

16. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the external management system comprises 
a network manager server. 

17. (Original): The method of claim 1, wherein the external management system comprises 
a billing server. 

18. (Currently amended): A method of operating a telecommunications system, 
comprising: 

sending a first plurality of metadata files from a first network device to an external 
management system , wherein the first plurality of metadata files enable the external 
management system to learn how to configure the first network device and how to manage 
accounting data, statistics, security, and fault logging from the first network device ; 

generating a first plurality of management data files within the first network device; 
sending the first management data files from the first network device to the external 
management system; and 
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processing each of the first management data files in accordance with a 
corresponding one of the first metadata files in said external management system for 
managing the network device. 

19. (Original): The method of claim 18, wherein the first management data files are 
generated asynchronously with respect to the processing of the first management data files. 

20. (Original): The method of claim 18, wherein the first management data files are 
generated synchronously with respect to the processing of the first management data files. 

21. (Original): The method of claim 18, wherein the first metadata files are JAVA class 
files. 

22. (Currently amended): The method of claim 18, further comprising: 

sending a second plurality of metadata files from a second network device to the 
external management system , wherein the second plurality of metadata files enable the 
external management system to learn how to configure the second network device and how 
to manage accounting data, statistics, security, and fault logging from the second network 
device ; 

generating a second plurality of management data files within the second network 

device; 

sending the second management data files from the second network device to the 
external management system; and 

processing each of the second management data files in accordance with a 
corresponding one of the second metadata files. 

23. (Currently amended): The method of claim 18, further comprising: 

adding a hardware module to the first network device; 

downloading a second plurality of metadata files to the network device 
corresponding to the hardware module; 
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sending a second metadata files from the network device to the external 
management system , wherein the second metadata files enable the external management 
system to learn how to configure the hardware module and how to manage accounting 
data, statistics, security, and fault logging from the hardware module ; 

generating a second plurality of management data files within the network device; 
sending the second management data files from the network device to the external 
management system; and 

processing each of the second management data files in accordance with a 
corresponding one of the second metadata files. 

24. (Original): The method of claim 18, wherein the external management system 
comprises a data collector server. 

25. (Original): The method of claim 18, wherein the external management system 
comprises a network manager server. 

26. (Original): The method of claim 18, wherein the external management system 
comprises a billing server. 

27. (Currently amended): A telecommunications system, comprising: 

a network device including an internal management subsystem capable of 
generating a management data file; and 

an external management system, wherein the internal management subsystem is 
capable of pushing the management data file and a corresponding metadata file to the 
external management system and the external management system is capable of processing 
data in the management data file in accordance with the metadata file for managing and 
configuring the network device; 

wherein the metadata file enables the external management system to learn how to 
configure the network device and how to manage accounting data, statistics, security, and 
fault logging from the network device . 
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28. (Original): The telecommunications system of claim 27, wherein the metadata file 
comprises a JAVA class file. 
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